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To: RN 

From: ,John Sears 

Political Projecting on Governors' Gonference 

1.	 This Governors' Conterence will select a replacement {or Gov"rnor Ghafee 
as Ch"irman of the Republic"n Governors' Association. Both Governor 
Shll.fer "nd Governor Re"llan "re vying [or the job, "!though the R""g"n 
people swe"r they are not. Re"g"n should get it if he goes "fter it. 

Z.	 R"y Bliss will ~pe"k to the governors on SUurday for "bout 45 minutes. 
No one seems to know ex"cdy what he expects to s"y to them. There is 
some specul"tion th"t he will try to get a resolution p"ssed, but the 
governors "re requeUing tll"t he (Bliss) be kept 011 "8 Na.tional Gh"irm"n 
o( the Republic"n P"rty. If this "ppears to be the C"se by tomorrow, we 
shall get a couple of our friends :0 s"bmarine the resolution on the grounda 
that the National Chairmanship is a matter that is entirely up to the Preside' 

3.	 Tim Babcock feeh he ought to be offered a. Federal job since he was an 
early supporter of RN and has now been ousted from the gov"rnorehip of 

"" Montana. 

4..	 If you see P;J,,,I Laxalt, encourage him to run for the Senate ,n '71} 
(Senator Cannon's seat). 

5.	 As a result of th" 1;J,.t election, we picked up eeven new governors (Moore 
in West Virginia, oavia in Vermont, Walter Peterson in New Hampshire, 
Bob Ray in Iowa, Russel Peterson in Dela.ware, Whitcomb in Indiana., a.nd 
Ogilvie in Illinois} and lost two (Ba.bcock in Montana and Ghafes in Rhode 
bland) for a net gain of five. When Governor Agnew reeigna his poeition 
in Maryland, we will then have a grand total of thirty statehouses. It 
might be nice for RN to mention these new governora along with F"ank Farr, 
th" governor-elect in South Dakota in his remarks on Friday. Alao indicate 
that RN will take greater interest in the governors' raCes in Virginia and 
New "ersey which will be held i" November, 1969. 

6.	 The Republican govern"rs feel that LBJ did a greal deal to improve Federal 
State relations and are a.nxious that the incoming AdminLstration wiIi try 10 
improve on Lhe ... ork that has already been done. Governor Agnew will in w 

di<::ate the AdnUnistratiOn'B in!ereBt ln Bo doing, but it would be good {or the' 
to near it from RN aB "'eli, 

.. 
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Friday	 Agenda 

9:00 a.m. to 11:30 - Governors have business meeting 

11:JO - Governors have press conference 

I.unch - Governors have stag lunch also 30 California 
contribtors. 

(Note:	 Mrs. Reagan is having a cheese and 
wine t6~ting party with fashion show. 
PN is invited - press will attend.) 

Afternoon - Open 

Evening events - 6:00 approK. - Coctail party. 
Gov. and wife; 
sponsored by city 
of Palm Springs 

7:30	 - State dinner st Rolliday 
Inn Riviera (Note: entektain­
ment- Bob Hope, Les Brown. 
Dinah Shore); attendance 1,000; 
no head table; EN & PN will 
sit with Gov. Reagan and wife, 
Gov. Chaffee and wife, and 4 
Vietnam veterans from California 
and Rhode Island. 

SPECIAL NOTES: 

1 - The Governor's office made it very clear they could 
adjust the program from 11:30 a.m. Friday through the 
evening in any way RN might wish. 

2 - L.A. Rerald Examiner has reported EN will announce some 
Cab~net appoinkments while in Palm Springs. 

3 - Thb Governor'!! offlCe is aware RN will be overnighting 
at the Annenberg-,s. 

QUESTIONS: 

Chapin needs to know: 
1 - What time HN will arrive in Palm Springs 
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Dinner on 4tb 1s in h<'Jnor of !1cpl.lbl1can Governors and their 

wi ve~. 

Tell him I am vlOry anxious to have him try Icy golf ~our5e 



TENTATIVE SCHEDULll OF EVIlNTS
 

Il.EPUl3r,ICAN r.O'II'E:RNORS' CONnWNCE
 

P.M. Governors Arrive - ~gistre.tion 

Can,yon and Spa. Hotels 
- Lobbie~ of 

Afternoon 

6:00 P.M. Priv!l.te PB.rty {Annebel'gl Gcrwrnors and Wiws onl¥ 

'l'HUllSDAY, DEC8MIlER 5 

9:00 -
10:00 A.M. Breakfast ~eting (Governors only) 

10:00 A,M. Press Briefing at Spa. (c.owl'nor Reagan and Governor 
Chafe" ) 

11:00 ­
1:00 P,/I1. llrWlcll _ Geoz-ge Hearst, Sr. ResidoDce (Governor's 

....ives and Press ladies only) 

3:30 F.Io1. Trail Ride and BBQ (GOvernors and Wives 0nl¥) 

4:30 P.M. Mexican Fiesta (Staff and Press) 

'7:30 P.M. Governors and Wives to join Staff aZld 
entertailllllent. 

Pre~s for Fie&ta 

FRIIlA.Y I DECEl.IIlER 6 

9:00 A.M. Business session The Spa. 

ll:30 A.M. Press Conference 
SpirD Al!ne" 

The Spa. - Vice President Elect 

12:00 Noon Lunch fDr GOvernors only, hosted by Gowl'nor Reagan 
and Host CD_ittee - tile Call1'On Hotel 

Aft.ernoon Open (for Governors) 

1:00 
3:00 P.M. Cheese and Wine Tasting _ California Fnsllion$ Preview ­

H"""'rd Abmanson :Ra.ilch - Pa.1JII Desert (GowrnOZ's' vives, 
Staff vives, Press ladies) 

• 



6:00 ­
7:00 1'.M. 

7:30 P.M. 

SA'l'UlID\Y, DEC~R 7 

9:00 ­
H:30 A.M, 

11:30 
12:30 P.M. 

Afternoon 

Cocktails snd r,l~cial Cnlifornis Art Sxhibit for 
Governor~ snd Wives only, 1'n1.r.l. SIlrincs Desert Mu.seWII 

CocktaHs and Buffet ft)r Press at Spa Hotel 

Coc\~taHs "nd Buffet for Stsff st Riviere Gonv.mtion 
Genter, Holiday Inn Riviere 

StQte Dinner - EntcrtaiIllIll!nt Bob Hope - Dinah 
Shore - Les Brm<n (Black Tie) 

Closing Session - The Sp!l 

Press Conference - The S;;n ~ (To Bob - ?robab~ the 
new chairman of the RepUblican Governors Asaoeiation 
a.nd probo.b~ 0. po.nel as they 6Jl;p'!ct cabinet level 
pa.rticip:lnts ) 

Opm 

Pr1:vate Dillll!llr Party (Goveroors o.nd Wiws only) 

• 

•
 



DRAFT 
PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 
REPUBLICAN GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE 

It is an honor to be toasted by the man who holds the one 
political job that I wanted and was never able to get (pause). 
They did give me a consolation prize in November, however. (pause) 
But. for the longest time I had the impression that Governor Reagan 
wanted the consolation prize, too. (pause) 

In seriousness, I would like to address you for a very few 
minutes on the objective that I believe that we, as Republicans 
should set for ourselves, in the coming four years. We go to 
Washington and find that for the first time in a century, the 
oppoaition controls both Houses of the Congress. We look at any 
aample of public opinion in the nstion and we find that in terms of 
allegiance of the electorate, we are far and away still the minority 
party in this nation. 

One of the objectives of this Administration will be to 
change that. One of the objectives of this new Administration is to 
build the New ~~jority, the successor coaltion to the political 
alliance formed by Franklin Roosevelt which has governed America 
and held the allegiance of the American electorate for the last of 
this century. 

The final third of this century, we must make the Republican 
reatoration. We hold in our collective hands, in thiS room, enough 
of the inatrumenta of government power. to acco~lish that objective. 
We hold the Chief Executive office of the United States and of six of 
aeven of its greatest and most populets states. 

We have the White House and the State Houses in New York, 
California, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois and Michigan, and more than a 
acore of other states. We will not win an opportunity like this again, 
if we forfeit the one we have today. 

It will take co-ordination and co-operation between us, as we 
have not had in the past. It will take a concerted effort for the 
Republican Party as a political instrument to win back the allegiance 

of hundreds of thouaands of black Americans who are disillusioned 

• 
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with our party today. We need to win back the workingmen and 

working women of America, union and non-union, to the Republican 
banner. We must inter forever in the history books the myth that 
the Republican Party is enemy to t~e common man. We must build in 
addition to the Republican heartland be~een the Appalachians 

and the Rockies, an impregnable Republican fortress of the n~dern 

South. 

To accomplish this, we must open our party to new men and 
women, to the young. We must make our party the center forum 

in which the great foreign and domestic debates of the fut~re are 
Conducted. 

To build this historic New Majority in American politics will 

require far more than effective and efficient party work at the precinct 
level in every state in America. It will depend how men who bear the 
Republican label conduct themselvea in public office. This is our 
opportunity; and it is one of the missions to which I have 
committed myself for the next four years: it is a mission that will 
not succeed without: your helf and yourao;aistance. ttl at ia what I ask 
today. 

. . 
• 



STATE Of RHODE ISLAND (, PROVIDENCE PlANHflONS 

'XECUTIVE c~A".,O 

POOVID...e, 

JO~" H CHUff 
October 9, 1968 

Mr. Richard M. Nixon 
810 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Mr. Nuon: 

The Republican Governors Association wm be holding 
their semiannual meeting in Palm Springs, California from the even­
ing at December fifth through the seventh. 

On behaU of the Association it gives me a great deal 
of pleasure to invite you to attend this meeting at any time that is 
convenient for you. We do not want to make unjust demands upon 
what we know will be a decision malting period for you. We do know 
that you would have a great deal to contribute to the conference and 
we are all willing to arrange our schedule to accommodate whatever 
is convenient for you. 

We thought it would be helpful i1 you could bring along 
any appointees you might have made in the area 01 federal-stB.te rela­
tionships. We would also like to invite Ted Agnew ar.d any starf he 
might like to bring. 

I know what a hectic schedule you are keeping. and will 
be during lhose dates, and if you cannot lit this into your schedule we 
certainly will understand. We want to assure you, however, that a.llY 
lime you could spend wLth us, no matter how short a period it might 
seem, would be very helpful and appreciated. 



...CUTIVE D.P~RT""~T.SUH OC ."0'" "LAND 

.... Two 0 ... Oct. 9, 1968 Mr. Richard M. NixonTO 

We are all delighted with youI' campaign. Keep up 
the good wOl'k! 

Very best personal wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
c~:~ H, Chafee 
I Ch~rnaj\
 
~ublicall Goveruors Association
 

JHC:jw 



C&1Honda 

October 14, I'''' 
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